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PPS RECORDS FOR 
38 JEWETT STREET 

PLAT 67, LOT 420 
(formerly Plat 4, Lot 13) 

 
LOUIS KRANZ HOUSE 

Built 1885-1886 
A.J. Phillips, Builder 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 2-1/2 story Queen Anne style house with a gable front side-hall entry.  The entry is sheltered 
by a small porch with turned posts and a spindle frieze.  Following the design of earlier houses 
in the district, this house has a two-story bay window at the façade.  The house is also 
decorated with a small vergeboard in the main gable, and a molded box cornice with a wide 
frieze and brackets.  There is a two-story bay window at the east elevation.” 

 --Smith Hill Historic District National Register nomination (1993).  
 
The house stands on a raised 4,626 sq.ft. lot, surrounded by a concrete retaining wall on the 
south side of Jewett Street between Holden Street on the east and Schaffer Street on the west 
(West Park Street bounds the south side of the block).  The rectangular lot has 40.1 feet of 
frontage on Jewett Street, and measures 113.8 feet on the east, 30.01 feet on the south, and 
117.9 feet on the west. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
Built in 1885-1886 by A.J. Phillips for Louis Kranz, a “die sinker” who had previously been living 
on Chalkstone Avenue.  (Kranz first appears in city directories in 1877.)  He worked for Charles 
F. Beyerle Die Sinkers in Room 6 at 6 Abbott Park Place in downtown Providence (a site now 
occupied by the rear of the Summerfield Building at 274 Weybosset Street).  
 
Louis Kranz purchased this property as a vacant lot in February 1885; he took out a building 
permit in May, and the house was at least partially constructed by July, when the property was 
reassessed for tax purposes.  (The assessment increased again in 1886, likely indicating that 
the house was not yet finished in 1885.)  Kranz and his wife Emma lived here until their deaths 
(his is not recorded in Providence; she died in 1912); their children Alfred G. and Howard L. 
Kranz continued the family’s ownership of the property until their deaths in 1938 and 1942, 
respectively.  Since then the property has changed hands four times, most recently in 1987 
when purchased by the current owners, Alan and Jerri Sher. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
The Smith Hill neighborhood was “sparsely settled before 1850, but achieved its present form 
between 1875 and 1925 when small cottages and larger multiple-family dwellings packed the 
neighborhood’s primary thoroughfares and the short, irregular cross-streets in between.”  
Holden Street and the immediately adjoining sections of Jewett and West Park Streets appear 
on city maps as early as 1857.   

 
1 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986), pp. 29-32. 
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In 1879, Thomas Davis recorded a residential plat covering four blocks on the west side of 
Holden Street, just north of the Brown & Sharpe Manufacturing Company complex; that same 
year, Davis recorded a second plat showing seven house lots in the block bounded by Holden, 
Jewett, and West Park Streets.  Sewer lines were introduced on Jewett Street by 1882, and 
water lines by 1908; the Smith Street streetcar line was available a block to the north:  all of 
these amenities would have made this block more attractive for residential development.  Within 
6 years of the recording of the plat, the house at 38 Jewett had been constructed.  The block on 
which 38 Jewett Street stands was completely built out by 1926.  
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
38 Jewett Street is listed as a contributing building in the Smith Hill Historic District listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1993.  It is identified in the National Register nomination 
as “Louis Kranz House, ca. 1885.”  The house has not been designated as part of a local 
historic district overlay zone under the City of Providence’s zoning ordinance. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate X 
shows “Broad Lane” (now Smith Street) extending west as far as the North Providence Town 
Line.  (No other streets in the neighborhood of 38 Jewett Street existed at this time.)  This line 
would later, when Providence annexed a substantial amount of land from North Providence in 
1874, become the boundary line between Providence’s Wards 1 and 10.  The future site of 38 
Jewett Street lies immediately east of this town line, a short distance south of Smith Street and 
west of Holden Street.  In 1798, this area was part of a 10-acre lot owned by Jehu Smith. 
(Archives) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling: Page B-3 shows the future site of 38 Jewett Street 
as a vacant house lot on the south side of Jewett Street, two lots west of Holden Street.  The 
map does not indicate the size of the lot, but in comparison to later maps that do identify square 
footage, it appears to be the same size that it is today (about 4,600 sq.ft.). The lot owner’s name 
is also not indicated. This lot is one of several that line the west side of Holden Street; to the 
west of these house lots is a large amount of undeveloped and unplatted land, most of it labeled 
“Pinckney Farm.”  (Archives) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 1): Plate A shows 22 
house lots on the west side of Holden Street, all owned by Thomas Davis, including the future 
site of 38 Jewett Street.  That lot measures 4,410 sq.ft. and is vacant.  The boundary line for 
Ward 10 includes the west side lot line for this vacant lot. (Archives) 
 
1879:  “Map of Land Belonging to Thomas Davis, by J.A. Latham, recorded October 25, 1879” 
(Plat Book 15, Page 8), shows four numbered blocks on the west side of Holden Street.  Block 
#4 measures 25,746.485 sq.ft. and is bounded by Jewett Street on the north and West Park 
Street on the south (and by other property owned by a different owner on the west).  None of 
the four blocks are subdivided into house lots.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1879:  “Plat of Land Belonging to Thomas Davis, by C.E. Paine, taken from a map recorded in 
Plat Book 15, Page 8, on October 25, 1879 by J.A. Latham” (Plat Book 16, Page 29, recorded 
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March 1884 and copied on card 554).  This map shows the block bounded by Jewett, Holden, 
and West Park Street (and other property of a different owner on the west) divided into seven 
lots.  Each lot is identified with a letter, “H” through “N” sequentially.  The future site of 38 Jewett 
Street is Lot “N.”  The map shows no buildings on these lots.  (Registry of Deeds)  
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 8, shows the lot where 38 
Jewett Street would soon be built, with an outbuilding on it (gone by 1895).  All lots on the west 
side of Holden Street, including the site of 38 Jewett, were owned by William T. Nicholson.  
Note that West Park Street west of Holden Street was then called Valley Street. A new street, 
Aster Street, has been created running north-south between Jewett and Valley Streets; this 
street now forms the western boundary of the block and is called Schaffer Street.  (Archives) 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 8 (pages 40-41), shows the 
block bounded by Jewett Street on the north, Holden Street on the east, West Park Street on 
the south, and Aster Street on the west.  A house is standing on the 4,626 sq.ft. lot at 38 Jewett 
Street; there are no outbuildings.  (Of the 8 lots in this block, only 4 have structures on them at 
this time.)  Sewer lines have been installed on Jewett Street. (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 4 shows Lot 13 (38 Jewett Street), measuring 4,626 sq.ft.,   
located two lots west of Holden Street. No buildings are shown on this map.  The plat boundary 
includes the western lot line of Lot 13. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 5 shows the house at 38 
Jewett Street standing on a 4,626 sq.ft. lot owned by L. Kranz; there are no outbuildings.  Within 
the block of 8 lots, five now have structures built on them.  Water lines have been installed on 
Jewett Street.  (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 5 shows the house at 38 
Jewett Street standing on a 4,626 sq.ft. lot owned by H. and F. Kranz; there are no outbuildings.  
The map refers to the Thomas Davis Plat.  Within the block of 8 lots, 7 now have structures on 
them (one vacant lot remains on West Park Street). (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 5 shows the house at 38 
Jewett Street standing on a 4,626 sq.ft. lot owned by H. Kranz; an outbuilding (probably a 
garage) has been constructed at the rear (southeast corner) of the lot.  The map refers to the 
Thomas Davis Plat on plat card 554.  Within the block of 8 lots, all now have structures on them. 
(Archives) 
  
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 5 shows the house at 38 
Jewett Street standing on a 4,626 sq.ft. lot owned by H. and A. Kranz.  The map refers to the 
Thomas Davis Plat on plat card 554.  Within the block of 8 lots, all have structures on them.  
(Archives) 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 329, Page 155:  On February 2, 1885 Thomas Davis sold to Louis Kranz of 
Providence a lot bounding north on Jewett Street, specifically “Lot N” as shown on the “Plat of 
Land Belonging to Thomas Davis drawn March 1884 by C.E. Paine,” recorded in Plat Book 16 
(no page number cited), and estimated to contain 4,606.58 sq.ft. of land.  The deed does not 
mention any buildings on the property. 
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Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #3143, dated May 26, 1885, was issued to L. Kranz for construction of a house on the 
south side of Jewett Street near Holden Street.  The builder’s name is given as A.J. Phillips. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Tax Ledger D5, Page 374:  Louis Kranz owned Plat 4, Lot 13 as of March 16, 1885; the lot 
measured 4,626 sq.ft. and was assessed at $925 for land and $0 for buildings.  As of July 11, 
1885, a note in the ledger reads “building added,” and the assessment was increased to $1,200 
for buildings, indicating that the house was at least partially constructed by that date.  As of 
June 1, 1886, the property was reassessed again at $925 for land and $2,000 for buildings. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories (included a street directory noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; also included a house directory, 
listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894, and again from 1937 to the 
present). 
 
1877:  first listing for Louis Kranz, engraver, business address 6 Abbott Park Place, home 
address 102 Congdon Street. 
 
1885:  Louis Kranz, die sinker, business address 6 Abbott Park Place, home address 271 
Chalkstone Avenue. 
 
1886:  Louis Kranz, die sinker, business address 6 Abbott Park Place, home address 38 Jewett 
Street.  Also Walter P. Kranz, die sinker, boards at 38 Jewett.  (This may be Louis’s father, 
brother, or son.) 
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Plat 4, Lot 13 – Jewett Street 
Louis Kranz owned the property as of March 16, 1885. 
Transferred to Plat 67, Lot 420 as of May 1, 1909. 
Plat 67, Lot 420 – Jewett Street 
From Plat 4, Lot 13 
Louis Kranz owned the property as of May 1, 1909. 
Emma C. Kranz, wife of Louis, of Warwick, owned the property as of November 1, 1909. 
Emma C. Kranz Estate owned the property as of June 15, 1912. 
Howard L. and Alfred G. Kranz owned the property as of November 1, 1912. 
Howard L. Kranz and Alfred G. Kranz Estate owned the property as of February 1938. 
Howard L. Kranz owned the property as of March 1938. 
Howard L. Kranz Estate owned the property as of January 1942. 
Allen A. Black 1/3, Elizabeth Evans 1/3, and Orpheus Lodge #26 A.F. & A.M. 1/3 owned the 

property as of March 1942. 
Nora L. Mulvey owned the property as of November 1942. 
Alan J. Sher and wife Jerri I. Sher owned the property as of July 17, 1987 (refers to deed book 

1625, page 327). 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh, June 2003 
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